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an old and valued friend in Boston, in which the writer
said:

"It is hard to credit the newspaper reports that the
Cabinet by a large majority intend to pass over the blow-
ing up of the Maine. Those of us who are not speculating
in the stock market believe that this is merely put forward
by the Administration to gain time.

"I believe that the blowing up of the Maine with the con-
nivance of the Spanish authorities cannot be passed over.
With wholesale murder there can be no question of arbitra-
tion. If you allow Spain to get her torpedo fleet across the
Atlantic the Administration will be responsible for the loss
of more ships. The first act of war was the blowing up of
the Maine; the second is the sending of this torpedo fleet to
Porto Bico. Are we to wait until more of our ships are de-
stroyed before acting! I protest against this peace-at-any-
price policy of the Government, which does not represent
the views of a tenth of the American people."

To this Eoosevelt responded on March 28: "I agree
from the bottom of my heart with all you say. I feel
humiliated and ashamed. Every argument you advance I
have personally advanced with all the force there was in
me, both to the President and the Cabinet; and in vain."

To his brother-in-law, Captain W. S. Cowles, of the navy,
he wrote in similar strain on March 29:

"I am utterly disgusted at the present outlook in foreign
relations. I can only hope that the Senate, under the
leadership of men like Lodge, will rise to the needs of the
hour and insist upon immediate independence for Cuba and
armed intervention on our part. Nothing less than this
will avail. Shilly shallying and half measures at this time
will merely render us contemptible in the eyes of the world;
and what is infinitely more important, in our own eyes too.
Personally I cannot understand how the bulk of our people
can tolerate the hideous infamy that has attended the last
two years of Spanish rule in Cuba; and still more how they
can tolerate the treacherous destruction of the Maine and